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| in them

«Father, | want those you have given
me to be with me where | am, and to see my
glory, the glory you have given me because
you loved me before the creation of the
world. Righteous Father, though the world
does not know you, | know you, and they
know that you have sent me. | have made
you known to them, and will continue to
make you known in order that the love you
have for me may be in them and that | my-
self may be in them» (Jn 17,24-26).

Rocca di Papa, 13 dicembre 1976. Da sinistra: Igino Giordani, Chiara Lubich, don Pasquale Foresi

Jesus seems to come to the point of his
discourse. His heart is full and wanting. «/
want» he in fact says and not «l pray» as if for
the one before him.

I want: is the desire of love. The desire
which has its small echo in the «l want» of
the saints, like in the letters of St. Catherine.
The desire of someone who is more than
convinced of asking only for things are liked
by the one being asked from, to whom one
prays and is convinced of asking for great
things.

He wants to give
us heaven. He had just
given us all of himself
in the Eucharist and
maybe that «l in them
and you in me» could
mean: |, all my being,
body, blood, soul and
divinity in them so as
to divinize them, to in-
corporate them defini-

Maybe this is a piece of the testament
that has amazed me the most as soon as |
read it.

Never, never on this earth has there
ever been something similar.

The angel that brought a message
from heaven to Mary enchants. But here it is
not an angel who speaks: it is God, the sec-
ond Person, who speaks to the Father. It is
a voice, a divine link between heaven and
earth, but so dense, so full, that maybe, nev-
er before as in this case, is it evident that the
word of God contains his reality.

tively. It is not for nothing that the Eucharist
is the bond of unity. «l in them» so as in this
way to give them eternal life, fruit of the
Eucharist, that eternal life which he speaks
of also in this testament, which is: to know
Jesus and the Father.

«And you in me», this is evident.

CA ara

From the Diary ofljuly 22, 1970 published in CHIARA
LUBICH Jesus Eucharist edited by Fabio Ciardi, Citta
Nuova, Rome 2014, pp. 67-68



And the light that you gave me...

The meeting with Chiara

The year1949. On the occasion of the
Christmas festivities Pasquale Foresi was in-
vited to spend some days in Trent, together
with some young people from Rome. It was
the occasion for him to meet Chiara Lubich
personally. «The encounter with Chiara
on the morning of December 31 left me
stunned — he shared afterwards. Listening
to her speak, one understood that she was
a soul totally taken by Godb». During a dinner in Casetta
Foco, above piazza Cappuccini, Chiara Lubich shared
what happened during the summer of ‘49.

«l still have in front of me, today just as it was
then, the eyes of Pasquale. | was so impressed that |
stopped for a moment to look at him: it was not just
enchantment, but rather | think it was more of con-
templation. In those eyes were the same light of that
“Paradise” that Chiara was giving us and | saw in that
moment that it was different from all of us. | always
thought that it was then, that his “design of God"
and his “Word of Life” were born, both of which he
fully realized throughout his entire life. The phrase
of the Gospel that Chiara chose for him, which is his
“Word of life”, as it was called, was: “And the Light

that you gave me, | gave to them so that they may
be onejust as you and I". It is precisely for this rea-
son that from that moment on we have always
called him “Chiaretto”». (Palmira Frizzera)
«Thelight that Chiara was giving us resolved
all his personal problems at their roots, so much
so that he felt the call to become a focolarino
and to follow Jesus in this new way. That evening
was truly for Pasquale a real Christmas. Leaving
Trent, he passed by Pistoia to gather only what
he needed and to continue on to Rome where
he was welcomed by one of the families of the
Movement. The only thing that interested him
was to be close to Chiara so as to absorb the light
that had fascinated him so muchy. (Marco Tecilla)

The first focolarino priest

At a certain point Fr. Foresi
felt that God was asking him
“You must become a priest”.
«The priestly vocation was so
strong in me — he would share
years later — because | had to be
the first focolarino priest so as to
open the way also for others».

«He taught us with his life
the possibility of being “totally
Church and totally Opera™ to
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occupy ourselves with the things of the Fatherand
to be submissive to Mary and Joseph in Nazareth
like Jesus. Fr. Foresi taught us wth his words and
his example to live the priestly ministry in full uni-
ty with the Pope and our bishops, sowing the life
of communion among our brother priests and
among the members of the people of God. (Fr.
Antonio Bacelar)

«As a builder of
bridges, Fr. Foresi made
the Movement present
in the Church, and the
Church to the Movement,
in their reciprocal other-
ness. His ability to grasp
and express with great
clarity - from the very be-
ginning - the novelty of
the Charism and to know
how to understand at the
same time that which in .
the Church was possible from time to time, here
and now, was an incalculable contribution. The
intuition of “contextualizing” the Charism of the
Ideal, on one hand with the Council and on the
other with the thoughts of the Fathers of the
Church, was an inspired discovery that paved
the way for a greater ecclesial impact of the
Charism. Not to mention all the relationships
built, with wisdom and patience, on the Church
level, especially in the events of the ‘50s and ‘60s...
And Iwould also like to underline his ability to read
“within” the religious, social and cultural scenarios
of humanity and to project on them the Light of
Chiara, helping us to grasp the vast importance of
the Charism» (Fr. Hubertus Blaumeiser)

“At the Gen School ofGrottaferrata in 1976

--.a

On earth as it is in heaven
«Chiaretto’s design came into evidence later.
Chiaretto had to be preceded by Foco because the
Paradise we had seen, which indicated the design
of the Movement as well, was truly in the bosom
of the Trinity. So the Trinity remained the Trinity,
but that small group which was the Movement
was inside the Trinity, and that design which we
had seen had to be incarnated,
embodied on earth. Chiaretto’s
role, his charism was to bring all
these realities down to earth. In
fact, he tells that when I said: “Now
Chiaretto’s design will emerge”,
and he made the pact with me as
Foco had done, he asked: “Chiara,
what emerged?” “The concretiza-

Lopp ano, 10 maf 969, The bfe Sing
% ‘t/land whh‘the College W|II béb

tion, I said, Paradise comes on earth.” Chiaretto was
almost disappointed because he was so enchanted
by the contemplation of Paradise that it’s concret-
ization seemed to him to be of little importance.
Instead, heaven help us if we didn’t concretized
things. So Chiaretto’s design is the concretization».
(Chiara to the focolarini of the school
Loppiano, 13/05/2003)

Loppiano is born. «l remem-
ber the moment when he returned
from Loppiano where he had gone
to sell the land inherited by Eletto
Folonari. He was radiant. He was
bringing a dream of Chiara. He had a
proposal and he said to Chiara: “We
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won't sell it: but let’s try to bring the schools of
formation there”. The Rome-Florence highway
will be passing near it...» (Gabri Fallacara)

Citta Nuova. «The Citta Nuova Publishing
House, considered by Chiara as the first work of
the Opera, owes its birth and development to
Fr. Foresi. He lends his intelligence to it, his phil-
osophical preparation, his knowledge of the
history of the Church and of theology. In 1955
Chiara announced to the focolarini of Rome
that a magazine will be born, kept alive by the
love among the editors and the small com-
munity of the Movement. On July 14, 1956, in
the heart of the Mariapolis of Fiera di Primiero,
the first issue of Citta Nuova was printed. Fr.
Foresi would follow the life of the magazine al-
most daily for more than ten years. In August
of 59, still during the Mariapolis, the volume
Meditations was published. At the end of '59
the volume Experiences, which is a collection
of testimonies on the Gospel lived, was pub-
lished. It was followed in March ‘60 by the book
of Giordani entitled The Social Message of
Chirstianity. The unexpected diffusion of these
first three books made Fr. Foresi say: “So now
the Publishing House can be born!”. Fr. Foresi

was, for many years, the real Editorial Director,
choosing the volumes of a theological and
scriptural character and writing his first books.
(Giannino Dadda)

Sophia University Institute. «The love
that has God as its source shows, among oth-
er things, this quality: one who is the first to
love. This is how the relationship of Chiaretto
was with Sophia: he was the first to love. Even
before Sophia began its activity, Fr. Foresi, with
enthusiasm and generosity, wished to give his
personal library as a gift: a jewel, built with pas-
sion and foresight throughout the years, con-
taining books of great value and interest. Thus
it was spontaneous, for Sophia, to dedicate the
newly born library to him. It was a joy for all of
us, to see the joy in his face when he was able
to visit Sophia. It was as if his soul, burning with
Light, would radiate forth from his eyes and en-
velope us with his love». (Piero Coda)

And finally a significant element: his buri-
al took place in the chapel of the Center of the
Opera where Chiara Lubich and Igino Giordani
are also buried.

prepared by the editorial board




The choice to hold the annual retreat
in Trent was not by chance. The reasons
are many. From having realized that many
of the Counselors have never visited Trent,
the places where everything started, to
the exquisite readiness of the Mariapolis
Center of Cadine to host the event. A
structure situated just a little above Trent,
with its characteristic style influenced by
the Charism of unity, it gives the sensation
that Chiara herself is there to welcome and
accompany them along her own footsteps.

For all the 67 members of the General
Council, belonging to the different voca-
tions of the Opera (focolarini, focolarine,
women and men Volunteers, men and wom-
en religious, priests), the week of May 4 to
10 «was an immersion in the first times of
the Ideal - the central delegates Friederike
Koller and Angel Bartol, moderators of the
meeting wrote — because of the very lively
testimonies of some of the pioneers such as
Fr. Bonaventura Marinelli and Maria Maffei,
an adherent, and also due to the tour of the
city, from Piazza Cappuccini to the forest of
Gocciadoro». Places which, just by saying their
names bring us back to the points of light
in the story of Chiara: the church of Maria
Bambina where as a child she would go for
e adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; the
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In Trent

At the roots Of the Ideal

The annual retreat of the General Council

night of «stars and tears» (Gocciadoro) where
her choice to remain in the city after a terri-
ble bombardment was formed; the church
of St. Claire, where she had asked the Father
for a pair of size 42 shoes; the «casetta» (little
house) of Piazza Cappuccini where the poor,
sitting alternately with the focolarine, found
a hot meal served with the best crockery; the
dark cellar, which still exists today under the
house of Natalia Dallapiccola - which is en-
tered through a trapdoor — wherein Chiara
and her first companions, reading the Gospel
by the light of a candle, read for the first time
that testament of Jesus: «Father, may all men
be one». (Jn 17,21)

«The day then spent in Tonadico and
Fiera di Primiero - Friederike and Angel
continued - brought us back to the contem-
plation of the experience of light of ‘49, sur-




rounded by the splendid nature and a clear
and blue sky that was unusual for the season».
To accompany the Counselors in the valley of
Primiero some passages of
Chiara were chosen ad hoc
for the various places visit-
ed. The very first place was
the church of the Capucins
where, following the pact
with Foco, the extraordi-
nary series of intellectual
visions on Paradise and on
the Opera, that continued
for months on end, began
for Chiara. The emotion
was unforgettable during the visit to the bai-
ta Paradiso (mountain cabin) and from there
to admire the sunset behind the mountain
peaks which that evening also shot forth
lightning-swift rays: an image of which Chiara
used in ‘49 to explain to the focolarine some-
thing that she had seen in Paradise: the splen-
dour of the Father and the manifestation of
the Verb. «A grace — commented Friederike
and Angel - that reached all of us».

Also included in the programme were
the meeting with the mayor Andreatta, the
Eucharist celebrated by the bishop Mons.
Bressan and the meeting-celebration with
the community of Trent wherein what was
evident was its great vitality on the polti-
cal, educational, social and ecclesial levels.

In this atmosphere of profound commu-
nione, the work that was planned ahead of

time was also done, since this was a retreat
of a representation of the whole Opera: to
reflect on its identity and on its «going out»,
also in the light of what has been established
in the final document of the Assembly 2014.
Stimulating proposals emerged from the
working groups which, expressed during the
plenary sessions, became interesting paths
to pursue. This work will continue through
the appropriate Commissions to be created
at the Center, and then to continue further
during the meeting in September of the
Delegates of the Zones.

At the conclusione of the retreat
Emmaus said: «Our identity is Chiara, it is Mary,

it is to be a living Gospel, it is to be bringers of
Jesus to the world. We must find the way to real-
ize this, to understand how to express what we
are, until it becomes understandable today».
Jesus added: «Actualization means to bring up
to date something that already exists, in order
to see it better, to understand it better».
Regarding «going out» the co-presi-
dent underlined that: «When the Pope talks of
“going out” he is not inventing something new
because the Church started to “go out” during
Pentecost. He simply wants to give a new mis-
sionary impetus. It is the same also for us: “go-
ing out” is not a new operation, but it means
to intensify that which is akready in our Dna».
Emmaus confirmed: «“Going out” is inherent
in the Ideal, it is inherent in the Charism».
prepared byi Anna Friso
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Nairobi 2015
The Yes of Africa

to the Economy of Communion

At the Mariapolis Piero the fifth international Congress of the EoC,
preceeded by a school dedicated to the youth

In Nairobi (Kenya) two important ap-
pointments were held in May for the Economy
of Communion (EoC) in Africa; a School with
168 youth, of which 150 were from the African
continent, and a succeeding Congress with
the participation of more than 350 people, in-
cluding the youth of the School, coming from
40 nations of the 5 continents, of which 15
were African countries.

Here is what Luigino Bruni, Italian, a mem-
ber of the central commission of the Economy
of Communion and Geneviéve Sanze, from
the Republic of Central Africa, and counselor
at the Center for the aspect of Economy and
Work relate.

Thecivilization of the hundredfold

This phrase, that we heard again and again
in the very beautiful video on the life of Piero
Pasolini, prepared by the Little Town Piero for
the Congress of the Eoc, expressed very well

the ten days lived in Nairobi. Piero recalled that
when Fontem was born, Chiara Lubich wished
thatin the Little Town what should be concrete-
ly visible is not so much the poverty and desti-
tution, but a real and true civilization born from
the Beatitudes, from the Gospel lived, where
the reality of the hundredfold could become
the dominant note also in the social, political
and economical life.




The stuff of dreams becomes a project

Interview with Geneviéve A. M. Sanze

How was the Economy of Communion received
during the School?

When the EoC was presented there was
an intense listening. One could feel that the
African youth discovered and rediscovered
the profound values of their culture and saw
them in a new light. But there was also some
preplexity in them. «Are what they are saying
true? Is this not s return of capitalism or com-
munism? We have values that were destroyed
by capitalism. Can we trust them now?»
Important questions, because they touch
on the history of Africa, of which the conse-
quences are still deep and the reason for many
challenges. This was important for me and it
was also new for me to hear the youth them-
selves asking these questions. In the profes-

sors coming from all
over the world who
were participating, |
saw how they listened
profoundly, with love,
and by deeply «mak-
ing themselves one».
And this was the turn-
ing point. The creativity, innovation «genera-
tivity», the richness that each one, and Africa
as a continent possessed was highlighted.
They spoke of communion and of fraternity
gathering the beauty and the fecundity of the
African culture for the EoC. After two days, the
sala became one body. The discovery of the
unknown potentiality and resources; the con-
quest of a new faith in their abilities and the
possibility of redemption; the pride for the
beauty of one’s own personal and collective
identity; the concrete possibility revealed by
the communion among them: these are the
reflections born from those days.

What was the significance of speaking
of economics in Africa and the contribution
that Africa can give to humanity?

It was moving to see how the youth adhered
to it and started to work also with the professors.
They understood that they are the present and
the future of humanity, that they can change the
future if they are able to change the present. We
had the impression that the raw material with
which the School was built were the dreams that
each participant shared and developed up to the
point of turning them into prophetic but concrete
and feasible projects. The collaboration that has
begun will continue.

What are the fruits that these meetings have
brought?

A very concrete fruit of the congress is the
birth of two «incubators», one international in
Loppiano next summer and the other in Nairobi
in January 2017 called «Siobhanw. It is a project
that matured and was shared with the Pan-
African Commission of the EoC, where all the
Delegates of the Opera in Africa were present.
When we say incubator we mean ten-fifteen
days during which the young African entrepre-
neurs will share with the other entrepreneurs of
the EoC, their projects and dreams so as to be
able to accompany and follow them.

And your impression of the congress ?

| think that it was a special event, maybe
even we ourselves did not know how flourishing
and alive the EoC is! It appeared to us as beauti-
ful and prophetic, but we have never seen our
protagonists so charismatic and innovative. We
could see the work of God «going out», made
for everyone, for «<Ut omnes». A place where the
foundations of the spirituality were lived by all.

prepared by Anna Lisa Innocenti

Last year we decided to go to Africa
for the fifth international Congress of the
EoC. We were attracted by the life, also
of the EoC, that was starting and sprout-
ing in Africa, from that time in 2011 when

we held the first Pan-African Congress in
Nairobi.

The Congress was preceeded by a
School. Extraordinary days of hope, work,
projects, life, communion, that created the
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best atmosphere to welcome the others com-
ing from the five continents, on May 27.

What happened in the Mariapolis Piero?
A lot, too much to be able to share it in a few
words. First of all it was the discovery of Africa
on the part of the EoC members from the other
countries of the world. Africa revealed a face of
riches, creativity, of life, of «generativity», which
was much more real and powerful than the
poverty and misery that nevertheless continue
to exist. The African men and women appeared
to us gifted with a profound and extremely ra-
diant beauty.

We understood, maybe discovered, that
the African EoC will be born from Africa in
communion with the whole world: in cannot
be a copy of what is being done in Brazil or in
France, not an importation of a ready-made
model to put into pratice. Often these things
crush and mortify the creativity, the dignity, the
honour of the African people, who have never
felt themselves admired as bringers of original
values, but rather considered as «baby people»,
to whom everything must be taught. The EoC
never believed in this, but after this Congress
the conviction became a method of thought, of
action, of develop-

Nairobi - a question
arose in us: how come
that here, poverty
revealed itself to be
above all a wealth?
Chiara often remind-
ed wus that many
words of the Gospel have a positive and a neg-
ative part: «Blessed are the pure of heart» (the
negative part) «becuase they shall see God»
(the positive part). And — she added - only by
putting together the two parts can we have a
full life. But - she also said - if we remove the
positive part, we don't have paradise, but hell.
During those African days | then understood:
poverty is paradise if together with the «bless-
ed are the poor» we also live «<because the king-
dom of heaven is theirs». And this can become
wealth thanks to communion. Poverty is hell
when the poor are not able to experience com-
munion with everyone - during the Congress
we did not forget that in the world, not only in
Africa, there is much poverty-misery that kill
and destroy people.

The proof of the truth of those days will
lie in our ability to continue the communion
that began in Nairobi (among youth and en-
trepreneurs, for example, who committed
themselves to work together with a project of
an African youth), if that Kingdom of heaven
will grow in our daily struggles. Everyone is
poor, everyone is rich. «Blessed are the poor,
because theirs is the kingdom of heaven».

Luigino Bruni
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for that which Africa
is, and not only for
what it can and must
become.

Finally, during those days of paradise
- | believe and | hope that Heaven will be like
those offerings given in dance that we lived in
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To the European Commission
Living together, accepting the differences

Maria Voce invited to Brussels, together with other religious leaders,
to a high-level meeting on themes of unity and tolerance in Europe

On June 16 the European Commissione (EC)
gathered (Belgium) fifteen religious leaders rep-
resenting the Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist and Mormon communities in Brussels
to discuss the theme: «Living together, accept-
ing the differences». Emmaus was also present
among them.

«The contribution that | was able to give | be-
lieve came from the thousands of experiences the
are lived in the Focolare Movement - Emmaus
shared when she was interviewed during the
Collegamento CH - because | felt that what those
who are in these Institutions strongly desire is to
have concrete examples of good practices of living
together, because a lot of words are often wasted».
Still reflecting on the European Institutions she
added: «They are starting to realize that their work is
bringing about few fruits, they gain few fruits. . They
are coming to realize that something is missing. And
| think that this is important: that they realize it and
that they search for what is missing in religion, in the
religions, in religious principles».

Antonio Tajani, vice-presidentofthe European
Parliament, and Frans Timmermans, first vice-pres-
ident of the European Commission were present
and said among other thinhgs: «<For me dialogue
is not a ritual; it is not something we do once a
year and then put back on the shelf again. For me

it is an essential contribution to finding solutions
to some of the most difficult problems European
societies are facing today, problems linked to fear
of what is different, linked to the consequences of
the crisis, the need for environmental sustainabili-
ty. Religions will have to play the role between the
communities, to perhaps help us bring Europeina
better place than it is today».

After the debate Emmaus expressed her
joy at having participated in a truly free ex-
change, with an authentic listening wherein
she was able to underline the «Golden Rule»
which is common to all religions, developing
it according to the «art of loving». An interven-
tion enriched by examples of many cities par-
ticularly committed to the search for fraternity,
experiences that bear witness to the committ-
ment to realize dialogue in daily life, along the
streets and in the neighborhoods of our cities,
throughout the whole year.

The conclusions of the debate will con-
verge in the discussion material for the first an-
nual Convention on fundamental rights of the
European Union that will be held in October 1
and 2, 2015 and will be centered on the theme
«Tolerance and respect: to prevent and combat
anti-semitic and anti-Muslim hatred in Europe ».

prepared by the editorial board
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Trip to Belarus and Poland

«You must be courageous!»

From May 22 to June 3, 2015, Emmaus Voce and Jesus Moran
went to visit the communities of the Focolare Movement present in those nations.

In Belarus the contacts with the Movement
began in the Nineties and now around 80 direct
collaborators of the Focolare animate the three
communities with people of all ages. The meet-
ing with the Archbishop, Mons. Tadeusz Kon-
drusiewicz was important and he affirmed: «The
world today needs witnesses. They believe in
you because they see your life, not because you
teach. The witness of lay people is very import-
ant: they bring the virus of the Gospel (...) In Be-
larus something is being born. Do not be afraid to
come to this land, because here you can develop
yourselves». The guarantee of a future develop-
ment lies in the same troubled history of the Be-
larussians and this is manifested also by the great
collaboration that exists among the Orthodox
and the Catholics who are 17% of the population.

Belarus, May 23, 2015. With the community of Minsk

A3 & oo

On the day of Pentecost Emmaus and Jesus
left Belarus to go to the Mariapolis Fiore, not far
from Warsaw. The little town is «in bloom» be-
cause of the joyous presence of all the focolarinas
and focolarinos of Poland, and nature itself cele-
brates this feast. Emmaus cannot hide her joy at
meeting «this array of children of Chiara who have
remained faithful» and introducing the answers
to their questions she said that she could summa-
rize everything in the word communion. «A more
profound, real comunion... could answer every

06/07 2015
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Poland, 24 May 2015. The arrival
the the Mariapolis Fiore

question. In communion you don't find the an-
swer, but the principle of every answer».

Other meetings followed with the priests
and the religious and then in Krakow with the
gen3. Emmaus and Jesus always encouraged the
Poles to offer the values that they possess. «You
must be courageous!» the President repeated,
echoing that phrase, “Do not be afraid, open the
doors to Christ!”, of the great Polish Pope, who is
now a saint together with other glorious children
of this country, such as Maximilian Kolbe and
Faustina Kowalska.

To the youth in Katowice, who asked
Emmaus and Jesus what their impressions were
during this trip, she confided that as the presi-
dent of the Movement she has had the occasion
to go around almost the entire world and of how
God had always helped her to discover the gift
that each Country is. After mentioning the char-
acteristics of some of the peoples she affirmed
that she found in Poland a people of integrity,
who know who they are, with an integrity rich in
values and untainted: values that, being human,
are Christian. She did not hide her worry that
other countries could ruin these characteristics
which make the Polish people “unique”.



Jesus Moran, shared that at the archbish-
op’s residence of Krakow he saw a large series
of photos of Saint John Paul Il and what can be
seen in the images is man in his fullness and he
explained this using the words of the Gaudium et
spes: «Christ reveals...man completely to man and
makes him see his extremely high vocation».

Emmaus and Jesus met with Card. Stanistaw
Dziwisz at the Archbishop’s residence in Krakow
and there he encouraged the Movement to grow
and spread throughout the Country.

Animportant moment was the participation
of Emmaus and Jesus in the lll Christians amongst
Muslims Day in Poland: «Isa bin Marjam/Jesus
Christ — Brother of each one of us», held at the
Center of Culture and Dialogue Doha. This day
of dialogue is inserted within the course of three
main events in the dialogue among Christians
and Muslims in Poland. Emmaus, after focusing
on the value of Jesus’ commandment par excel-

lence, wished that
«God, “the greatest
and most merciful”,
would help us to
look upon every-
one with the gaze
of a brother or sis-
ter, with the mea-

sure of love that he
ﬁ revealed to us, so
that together we
can build a world
that everyone is waiting for where brotherhood
and true peace reign».

Upon the invitation of Imam Abdul Jabbar
Koubaisy, director of the Center and vice-pres-
ident of the Muslim League in Poland, various
representatives of the local authorities, the Cath-
olic, Orthodox and Lutheran Churches; from the

Katowice, May 29, 2015.
At the meeting of dialogue

University of Slesia and also from the Jewish Com-
munity of Katowice also attended.

To crown the trip in Poland, Sunday May 31,
in a theatre in Warsaw, the meeting of Emmaus
and Jesus with all the members of the Movement
in Poland took place. The members presented all
that had blossomed in Polish lands with the arriv-
al of the spirituality of unity from the then GDR.
A fantastic journey which, through experiences,
stage productions, artistic and folkloristic num-
bers, brought everyone from city to city, getting
to know that which the seed of the Charism has
produced in more than forty years. Each protag-
onist presented himself or herself with a flower in
hand which at the end is placed in a vase forming
a marvelous bouquet, which was then offered to
the Guests of Honour, as the messengers of Mary,
Queen of Poland.

Among the “flowers” of this land, those who
are already in eternity were not forgotten.

Emmaus confided that she would take home
from this trip: «xadmiration and gratitude to God for
youl»

The tour of the «Polish garden» concluded
with a song to the black Madonna of Czestochowa.

Emmaus remembered that in one of the old
songs of the Movement, which lists out all the at-
tributes of Mary according to the place where she
is venerated, it says that in Czestochowa she is the
«shield against evil». History has been a witness
to this and the final suggestion of Emmaus to the
Polish people is a consequence of this: «If Mary is
queen, then let her reign!».

Tanino Minuta

See in Mariapoli online
www.focolare.org/notiziariomariapoli
the reports of the various stages of the

trip in Poland and Belarus




This new reality includes 51 states

with 47 official languages and with around
800 million inhabitants. It extends from
Greenland up to the easternmost point
of Siberia and embraces the Asian nations
of: Kazakhstan, Kyrghzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan.
This first meeting already showed that the
new Big Zone of Europe, favours crossing the
threshold of one’s own nation and it increases
communion also on an international level.

And this is precisely one of the principal
aims of the «new set-up», that communion
is lived in all fields and spheres. But it is not
enough to be linked in a network through the
means of communication, what is needed is
a person-to-person encounter, «to be able to
look at one another in the eyes», just as one of
the Delegates said. Thus it was decided to share
with each other the dates of the entire annual
programme of the zones so as to open up the
various activities to international participation.

Big Zones
Increase the communion

In the Mariapolis Fiore, Little Town of Poland,
the Delegates of the Big Zone of Europe met from June 1 to 3.

Aside from this there is the need to encourage
people to visit the focolares, the nucleos, the
gen units, the local communities... in the re-
spective realities in other Countries.

The Delegates of the Zone also had a
wide-ranging dialogue with Emmaus and Jesus.
Afterwards, the commented on having lived «a
strong moment of God wherein they saw a new
and luminous path open up step by step for the
Movement in Europe ».

Speaking among other things about the
«new set-up», Emmaus reaffirmed, that the un-
derlying vision is the original one, «the vision of
Piazza Cappuccini. Therefore it is not a vision of
a great organization, or greater diffusion... It is a
vision of greater unity, of greater exchanges, of
greater intensity of living for one another. And
then all the rest will come as a consequence».

Another topic was the actualization of the
charism which means in summary: to look at the
needs of humanity today and to look for the an-
swers to them. Thus to ask ourselves, Emmaus




" ( Eastern Europe

Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrghzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan.

Baltic Countries. Lithuania,
Letonia, Estonia.

. Poland, Belarus.

. Czech Republic.

. Slovacchia, Ukraine.

Hungary.

. Slovenia.

Moldavia, Bulgaria, Macedonia.

South-east Europe. Croatia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Serbia, Rumania,

said: «If Chiara were here today what would she
do?[...] Certainly she would find a way to address
them. We must find the way by living the Ideal,
living the charism». We cannot simply follow an-
swers that were given before, but «neither can
we stigmatize the past and say: Well they made a
mistake because... No! They did what was consid-
ered as adequate, what was right, in that moment,
in order to answer to the needs of that moment.
Maybe there were some mistakes, just as there will
be mistakes also in the things we do».

In the Big Zone of Europe there are differ-
ent Little Towns in various stages of develop-
ment. They are really treasures! According to
Emmaus, the Little Towns, in whatever situation
they are in, just beginning, already progressing,
not yet started, are «realities that must be de-
fended, protected and possibily developed, so that
they are able to fulfill their role», also as points of
irradiation. Each one should identify the specific

service that it can give, «in such a way that all the
Little Towns can have their own characteristic» and
to be purely of service to the other Zones.

During the meeting, with much serenity,
some nations were able to express the uneas-
iness that they had to endure in the past. The
fact that they were welcomed and understood,
laid the foundation for turning a new page.

The general Assembly of last September
underlines the importance of formation. And
so it was a great opportunity for Europe that
Montet, the international Little Town of forma-
tion, is situated in Switzerland which means
within its territory, so that it can be made use
of more in the future. It is for this reason that
the persons responsible for Montet came to the
meeting in Poland and will continue to partic-
ipate in the meetings of the Delegates of the
Zone of Europe.

Severin Schmid
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Integralformazione inthe light ofthe Charism

A course to help teens to form a moral conscience,
the identify the reason for their choices and to be able to express them

To realize a plan of formation on emotions
and sexuality for the integral and harmonious
growth of pre-adolescents and adolescents. This
is the objective of Up2Me, which means «it de-
pends on me», the course that is being planned
and developed by Teens for Unity, New Families
and New Families Action Non-profit organiza-
tion together with a team of experts in various
disciplines ans in collaboration with the Sophia
University Institute (SUI).

Up2Me was born to try to answer the
many questions of the gen3 and the Teens
for unity in such a way that they can find the
meaning and explain their lifestyle, which
is often different and opposite to what they
find around them. Up2Me also would like to
respond to the requests of parents, assistants
and animators for a course of global and sys-
tematic formation for teens on emotions and
sexuality. After the experimental phase, the
project hopes to address the teens of the par-
ishes, schools, youth groups and associations.
A gen3 defined it as «a help for me to get to
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know myself physically and mentally» and an-
other spoke of it as «an occasion that we don't
have everyday to face important, delicate top-
ics with experts».

Up2Me is a modern and innovative course
that begins from the anthropological vision
that arises from the Charism of unity. The par-
adigm of reference is the person in his relation-
ship with the other, in his ability to love and be
loved , to give and to receive. «Up2Me is some-
thing important - Piero Coda, dean of the SUI
explained - not only because it has a precise,
concrete objective which is of great relevance
in the educational plan of the Opera, but first
and foremost because it represents the con-
cretization of a first segment of a wider plan
which is the formative, global, integral plan
that arises from the Charism of unity».

Up2Me is also in line with the proposals
which emerged from the Assembly 2014: it in-
serts itself in «going out» inasmuch as it is suit-
able, content and language wise, to all teens;
it is the fruit of the collaboration of different



realities of the Opera ans therefore realizes
«togethery; it offers a course of formation for
teens and adults and therefore is in tune with
the objective of being «suitably prepared».

The team work with the experts of the
Opera (doctors, psychologists, pedagogists)
and members of the New Families Center and
Teens for unity Center, also in the light of the ex-
periences in this ambit realized in some Zones,
allowed for the realization of a course subdi-
vided into three age groups: 9-11 years old, 12-
14 years old and 15-17 years. For each of these
groups 10-12 didactic units were prepared that
cover a formative itinerary of several months.
The light of the Charism illuminates not only
the content, but also the methodology which
is completely interactive, suitable to the dif-
ferent age groups. At the basis of the course is
the vision that the Charism gives us and which
makes us look at the person in an integral way,
helping us to understand him in his being «re-
lationship». The objective is to allow the adoles-
cent to form his own moral conscience that will
help him to find the reason for his own choices
and will make him capable of expressing it. The
teens, stimulated by some input are encour-
aged to undertake a personal journey of forma-
tion, so as to arrive a making decisions on im-
portant values that concern their personal life
and that as a couple. There are many moments
of sharing and dialogue among the teesn and
with the adult experts.

For each group of teens the course is
conducted by two tutors: to adults (a man and
awoman) prepared for their role through spe-
cific courses. The first course will take place in
Italy from Novemner 18 to 22, 2015, in such
a way that the first experimental group of
Up2Me will be able to start in different coun-
tries starting January 2016. In the meantime,
to examine the validity in the field of this proj-
ect while the contents are being defined, two
pilot experiences with groups of gen3 and
Teens for unity have just concluded in Turin
and in the province of Rome. A parallel course
is also being developed for parents who may
be interested.

«Up2Me has started in me a process of
maturation that | would certainly not have
been able to do alone» one of the teens in
the pilot group said. Another added: «<Up2Me
has given me a push to go against the current
with respect to that which the media offers
and to create our own opinion on facing sexu-
ality and emotions». «After Up2Me - conclud-
ed a teenaged girl - | changed my way of see-
ing the persons around me. | began to think
not only according to how | think, but also to
consider how the others think, therefore, in
relationship with the others, and not to stop
at only my own impressions, but to consider
the person in front of men.

prepared by Anna Lisa Innocenti
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Bishops in Bangalore
Debtors to the world
of this light

Forthe first time in India a meeting
of Bishops friends of the Movement

«This is the atmosphere of family, where
each one feels at home. Here we can freely
share experiences and profound thoughts. We
strongly feel the need for this.»: this is the way
one of the participants expressed the reality
lived during the meeting of the Bishops of Asia
entitled «Eucharist, mystery of communiony,
that was held in Bangalore last June 3 to 6.

The event was preceeded by two days of
intense communion and focolare life among
some Bishops «animators». The words of Klaus
Hemmerle - «We are debtors to the world
of this light» - was imprinted in their hearts,
stimulating them to be «leaven» in carrying
out their ministry according to the typical
style of the charism.

Among the 22 bishops who came one
noticed their origins from different Asian na-
tions (Korea, the Philippines, India, Pakistan,
Thailand), but also the group of 12 Indian
Bishops came from various points of this
subcontinent, such as the Himalayas, Kerala,
Bengala. «To see an Indian Bishop concele-
brate with one from Pakistan is already a sign
of hope», one of them commented. The uni-
ty experienced during those days created a
new bond among the Bishop friends in India,
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the desire to maintain the relationship so as
to support one another reciprocally with the
spirit of Chiara.

Aware of the difficulties lived by the
Church in India up to the rising up of unexpect-
ed persecutions in a nation that has been very
tolerant, Chiara on the day of her visit to the
Indian Episcopal Conference in 2001 noted how
the life, which is a fruit of the Charism could

From left: the bishops Mons. Joshua Mar Ignathios Kizhakkevettil and
Mons