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“We are living a time of grace!”

(…) In these last few weeks, which have also been during Lent, a thought overwhelmed my soul:
the vanity of all things, the insecurity of our ability to deeply understand reality, life and the
course of history. In fact, it only took a virus, a non-cellular microorganism, to put in jeopardy all
our great reasoning and our security, our economic plans, our political strategies; to trigger
panic worldwide and highlight the woes of so-called globalization. As a newspaper headlined a
few days ago, using football jargon: Coronavirus 1 – Globalization 0. That is the sad truth.
When thinking about the things that have been written in recent years on the phenomenon of
culture in our times, the countless analyses and counter-analyses about the evolution of history
and so on, I felt dismay and an almost paralyzing sadness. But it was then that I made a
formidable rediscovery: Revelation, the Word of God addressed to humanity in human words
and intelligence; the thought of God expressed in human words about the depths of life and
history; a breath of understanding. In fact, I think that only the Word of God can provide us with
answers for the period we are living in, because it alone preserves an eternal wisdom that goes
beyond the times without losing its meaning. In the light of Revelation we realize something as
overwhelming as it is paradoxical: that we are living a time of grace.
Wisdom! This is the right solution. This is indeed the time of wisdom, a time for wisdom; a vision
of reality that moves on other tracks, which is extremely imperative and indispensable today. (…)
Wisdom that leads to an understanding of reality enlightened by love and that, precisely for this
reason, triggers a formidable movement of living as one family. Truly God can do prodigious
things, even in the midst of evil. He defeats it with his plan of love.
Chiara’s life spanned almost a century and she lived it like a river of wisdom that watered the
earth. She was attentive to the events of history and did not stop at what was on the surface of
things, but went into depth and looked above to draw on the thought and vision of God and from
God. That is why she paid no attention to anything but His Word.
Unity, in fact, is God’s plan for humanity; it is the testament of Jesus, the Incarnate Word. Now
we can see how much this word, unity, because it is anchored in Revelation, goes beyond the
passing events, times and eras of history. It represents a vision of meaning that involves the
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past, present and future. It is a prophetic perspective that can activate the best energies of men
and women of all latitudes, cultures, ethnicities and social conditions. Strengthened in unity we
can transform the “globalization of indifference” into the “globalization of fraternity”.
The match is not over. Of one thing we are certain: God’s mercy will triumph.
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