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THANK YOU POPE FRANCIS

It was with deep sorrow that I learned of the return to the house of the Father of our beloved
Pope Francis. Together with the whole Church, we give him back to God, filled with gratitude for
the extraordinary example and gift of love that he has been for every person and every people.

There have been many moments, throughout his entire pontificate, in which the Holy Father has
been a close and loving shepherd also for the Focolare Movement. He has always welcomed us
and has guided us to witness to the Gospel with courage and in a radical way.

We have lived many moments with him, which we will never forget In one of them we remember
his words to the General Assembly of the Focolare, when he received us in audience in 2021:

‘Always listen to Christ’s cry of abandonment on the cross, which manifests the highest
measure of love. The grace that comes from this, is capable of inspiring in us, who are weak
and sinners, generous and sometimes heroic responses. It is capable of transforming suffering
and even tragedy into a source of light and hope for humanity’.

Finally, I cannot fail to testify also to the Pope’s love and personal concern for me, for the
sufferings of my people in the Holy Land, and my immense gratitude for having invited me to
participate in the Synod on Synodality, where he himself opened the doors of the Synodal
Church that is now starting to take its steps throughout the world.

Together with the entire Focolare Movement in the world, I unite myself to the prayer of the
universal Church and of all men and women of good will, certain that Our Lady ‘Salus Populi
Romani’, (Mary, Health of the Roman People) to whom he was so devoted, will welcome him
into heaven with open arms.

Margaret Karram
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