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The year of the worldwide Genfest kicked off  

at the Meeting in Loppiano (Florence) 
 

2,500 Italian youth working for a more united societal panorama, through a worldwide project: 
monitoring and increasing activities of fraternity, beginning with our cities.  
 
"Be the change that you want to see in the world." With these words by Mahatma Gandhi 
which have the tinge of a challenge, 2,500 Italian youth at the 42nd Meeting of Loppiano 
questioned themselves and planned projects to give back hope. To whom? "To my friends who 
doubt about the future, who don’t have a job, to those who want to end their lives, to those who 
no longer have the courage to risk, to those who say that nothing will ever change anyway," 
explains Luca from Cuneo, one of the Youth for a United World (YUW) of the Focolare 
Movement, the organizers of the event.  
 
Through a worldwide streaming with hundreds of young people from more than 150 cities we 
saw where we stand with activities for fraternity, giving priority to those who are bearing 
witness in extreme situations of war and violence, like the young people of Syria. “One day,” 
Sami recounts, “one of us was at work when the shoot-outs started. Among the people fleeing 
he saw a mother with her children who, terrorized, didn’t know what to do and were crying. 
He ran to help them, taking one child in his arms and remaining with them until they reached 
safety. Returning home he felt a great joy within: certainly, it was something small but also 
this was a bridge built towards a more united world.”  
 
There are hundreds of numerous types of projects that the YUW bring ahead everywhere: 
programmes to help the disadvantaged, participation in politics, projects in schools and 
universities, through sports. And their common denominator is to “introduce the seed of 
reciprocity in every cell of society.”  
 
In the afternoon 9 workshops engaged the young people in the most debated and captivating 
fields of today’s existence: the sense of political commitment, the challenge of multicultural 
societies, family in crisis, the capacity to make personal and collective choices. “I understand 
that my life is impacted by these issues,” explains Giorgia from Caserta, who was at this 
Meeting for the first time, “I participated in the forum on multicultural cities and this is what 
I take home with me: everything depends on me, social inclusion as well as exclusion.”  
 
At the Meeting on May 1st, the YUW launched the Genfest, a worldwide event that will take 
place in Budapest this coming Aug. 31 – Sept. 2. It is open to young people who want to 
introduce fraternity into the circuit of their lives and beyond.  
This Meeting also launched a worldwide activity: the UNITED WORLD PROJECT. Jacopo, 
one of the organizers, explains: “We will work on it for a year, collecting thousands of 
signatures in all our countries: every signature will be a commitment, a pact that we seal, a 
network that will grow to spark some concrete change, starting with our own lives to make an 
impact on the economy, the work world, mass media, sports and politics.” 
Then a second step: the creation of a permanent worldwide Observatory of universal 
brotherhood at the UN. “With the worldwide network of people that we are building, we  
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would like to monitor the ‘choices for fraternity’ made by individual citizens or entire peoples, 
and to promote the idea in all ways possible, doing our part to help this culture grow, so that it 
may be increasingly visible and recognizable by international political institutions.” The YUW 
in New York have already contacted the United Nations to introduce the project. The goal is to 
gain recognition for the Observatory of universal brotherhood, to have it be considered a 
fundamental milestone for peace and the development of peoples.  
 
 
M.Laura Hernández   cell. + 39 349 8745287 
Umberta Fabris    cell. +39 348 8563347 
Benjamim Ferreira   cell. +39 348 4754063 
tel.: +39-06-947989 
fax: +39-06-96708638 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 
This communication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which 

may be made of the information contained therein. 
 

Let’s Bridge – Genfest 2012 has received financial support from the European Commission through the programme Citizenship, as a 
springboard for new activities of the Project “A United Europe for a United World – YOUNG IDEAS change Europe”. 

 

 - press@genfest.org 
 


