
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
                                                                                                                 Press Release - 7 September 2012 

 

In the wake of Genfest 2012 
Audience with the Pope.  Figures about social networks. 

 
1700  young people  who took part in  the   Genfest at Budapest   proceeded to Italy where 
they would be staying until Sunday 9th September.   They   originate  from countries outside  
Europe, and travelling to this continent presented them  with an opportuntity   to go deeper 
into the values  that inspired the Genfest. 
 
Last Wednesday they had a general audience with the Pope. While greeting them, Benedict 
XVI invited them to “promote  the unity  of the human family, building bridges with courage”. 
The Pope said: “May simple joy, pure love and deep peace that come from the encounter with 
Jesus Christ  make you radiant witnesses of the Good News  to  the youth of your countries”. 
At the end of the audience, a delegation of four young people greeted the Pope personally on 
behalf of the 12,000 present in Budapest,  giving him the CD  with the songs of the Genfest. 
 
 The overall comments  about the Budapest event  were   positive ones,  particularly those 
about the widespread  participation via live internet and social networks. 
 
Over four million interactions  reached  seven official Facebook profiles;  there were  762,074 
users and more than one million two hundred thousand posts.  Over two million and one 
hundred  thousand of these interactions were  of the viral type.  People of all ages used  these 
social networks, but  the most numerous  were those between the ages of 18 and 35 years. 
Brazil was the country with  the greatest number of interactions, followed by Italy, Hungary, 
Argentina and the Philippines.  
 
Access  to  live transmissions on internet exceeded the 24,000. Many  groups of young people 
who could not be physically present  in Budapest   opted to participate  by  meeting in their 
respective cities and watching  the live transmission together.  The   Genfest was followed  
even in  Mogadishu, in one of the clinics run  by Doctors Without  Borders. They got to know 
about the event  through Twitter, and  45 minutes of  their two-hour  daily  amount  of electric 
current   was allotted to  the link-up with Budapest.  Doctors, nurses and patients got together 
to watch “ something  that transmits hope”  
 
 The video recordings of  the various broadcasts  can still be downloaded from the official 
website (www.genfest.org). 
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Under the patronage of Viviane Reding, Vice-President of the 
European Commission responsible for Justice, Fundamental 
Rights and Citizenship 
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This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 
This communication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which 

may be made of the information contained therein. 
 

Let’s Bridge – Genfest 2012 received support from the Commissione Europea through the Citizenship program, as the final event of 
the “A United Europe for a United World – YOUNG IDEAS change Europe”. 
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