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2nd Press Release – March 9, 2015 
 

«Chiara Lubich: unity and politics», an international event to be held between  

12-15 March 2015, on the 7th anniversary of Chiara Lubich’s passing away 

 

«I have a dream. Think of what the world would be like if not only individuals, but also peoples, ethnic groups 
and States put into practice the Golden Rule: if people love the homeland of others as if it were their own». 

These words of Chiara Lubich, the founder of the Focolare Movement, marked the personal life and the 
political activity of many who made this dream their own. A documentary about some of these experiences 
has been prepared to mark the international event which will be held on the 7th anniversary of Lubich’s 
passing away. This documentary focuses on the impact of her thought in the area of politics. 
(https://vimeo.com/121448231). 

In this international event, which consists of a varierty of events held in different parts of the world, dialogue 
is being proposed. This dialogue is meant to emphasize the essential value of unity, which is not a consent, 
but a result that comes from an open, attentive and responsible confrontation. The crisis of a representative 
democracy calls not only for new rules and renewed institutions, but above all, for a rethinking about a 
political commitment, conceived and lived as an activity, that permits societies to achieve their goals of 
development and peace without the injuries and the disintegration experienced in today’s political systems. 
In this sense, politics may be the ground on which to build unity, starting from fraternity as a political 
principle and not merely as an ethical attitude. 

The first of these events will take place in Rome. On March 12, a morning session of dialogue will be held at 
Palazzo Montecitorio, the seat of the Italian Chamber of deputies. 300 young Focolare leaders coming from 
various parts of the world will participate in a dialogue with the On. Laura Boldini, president of the Chamber 
of Deputies, Pasquale Ferrara, general secretary of the European University Institute and Luigino Bruni, 
professor of political economics at LUMSA, Rome. In the afternoon, another 300 people engaged in politics 
and public administration will take part in a conference consisting of reflection, witness and dialogue in the 
light of the political potential present in Chiara Lubich’s thought. 

The three-day seminar taking place in Strasbourg from the 13-15 March will focus on the political aspect of 
fraternity with special reference to issues related to life in the city. In South Korea, on March 14, deputies and 
people engaged in public administration will meet in the seat of Parliament to assess efforts made towards a 
politics of fraternity embarked upon ten years ago. “Chiara Lubich’s political thought and work” will be the 
subject for the forum animated by deputies, mayors and citizens held on the same day in Curitiba, Brazil. 
Conferences will also be held in Hungary, Czech Rep., Germany, Spain, Portugal, Canada, USA, Honduras, 
Colombia, Tanzania and in other places. 

Some of these conferences will be broadcasted in live streaming on the official website of the event: 
www.politicsforunity.com. An on-line map of events and a summary of Chiara Lubich’s texts selected by the 
Organizing Committee are also available. For information about the event, the hashtag #POLITICS4UNITY is 
suggested. 

Various commemorations will mark the anniversary of the Focolare founder’s death that happened on 
March14, 2008. In Maracaibo, Venezuela, it will be marked by the Chiara Lubich biennial Arts Festival; in 
Cremona, Italy the charism of unity will be viewed through some European art masterpieces; the third edition 
of Chiara Lubich Memorial Lecture will take place in Durban, South African Rep. Eucharistic celebrations of 
thanksgiving and prayers for Chiara Lubich, whose Cause of beatification began on January 27, 2015, will be 
held in many places the world over. 
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