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Press Release – June 23, 2017 

Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy (I.A.O) visits the Centre of the Focolare 
Movement 
Orthodox parliamentarians, participating in the 24th I.A.O General Assembly to be held in Rome on 
June 26-27, 2017, will meet Maria Voce, president of the Focolare Movement. 

 

The 115 I.A.O. parliamentarians, participating in the 24th General Assembly to be held on June 26-27, will be 
hosted by the Italian Parliament at Montecitorio. They come from parliaments of 46 countries in the 5 
continents. The larger delegations come from Cyprus, Georgia, Greece, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, 
Syria and Hungary. 

The General Assembly working sessions will be preceded by a visit to the San Nilo Byzantine Monastery at 
Grottaferrata, Rome and by a meeting of the I.A.O International Secretariat with Maria Voce at the 
International Focolare Centre at Rocca di Papa. These two events will take place on Sunday, June 25. 

The I.A.O. was set up in 1993 on the initiative of the Hellenic Parliament, at a time when the fall of the 
Communist regimes in Central and Eastern European countries brought great changes, and when it was quite 
evident that Orthodoxy is professed by a large number of European citizens. Since 2001, there have been 
other parliamentary groups from Africa, America, Asia and Australia that have joined the ones from European 
and Middle East countries. 

Among the main objectives of I.A.O. one finds: the enhancement of the role of Orthodoxy as a political, cultural 
and spiritual entity; the contribution of the ecumenical and unifying spirit of Orthodoxy both towards the 
transcendence of nationalistic and confessionary contradictions and the discovery of effective means for the 
protection of minorities; the development of an Orthodox cultural heritage to contribute towards the respect 
of human rights and the peaceful coexistence of peoples; the fuller activation of Orthodoxy with the purpose 
of promoting solutions for the environment. This field of work is in consonance with the aims of the Focolare 
Movement, particularly with initiatives of one of its expressions, the Movement for Unity in Politics, with 
which I.A.O. has been collaborating for some years. 

On June 28, at the end of the General Assembly working sessions, the parliamentarians are scheduled to 
participate in a cultural visit to significant places of Christian Rome in the first millennium, such as the 
Colosseum, the Catacombs of St. Domitilla and St. Cirillo’s tomb at St. Clement Basilica. They will join St 
Egidio’s Community for the prayer of vespers at the church of Santa Maria in Trastevere. 

On June 29, feast of St Peter and St Paul, they will participate in the Eucharistic celebration held at the 
Vatican. It will be presided by Pope  Francis, who will personally greet an I.A.O delegation at the end of the 
celebration.  
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